Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.050; wR factor = 0.140; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.9.
The title molecule, C 18 H 13 NO 4 , shows a dihedral angle between the terminal acetyl group (r.m.s. deviation = 0.0081 Å ) and remaining non-H atoms (r.m.s. = 0.0734 Å ) of 53.45 (7) . The configuration about the central olefinic bond is Z and overall the molecule has a U-shaped conformation. Supramolecular chains along the b-axis direction are found in the crystal structure. These are stabilized by (C O)Á Á Á(ring centroid of the 1,3-oxazole ring) interactions [3.370 (2) Å ].
Related literature
For background to the biological activity of 1,3-oxazole and imidazoles, see: Williams & Fu (2010) ; Khbnadidah et al. (2003) . For related structures, see: Sun et al. (2007) ; Jotani & Baldaniya (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
A mixture of 4-acetoxyoxy benzaldehyde (0.25 mol), benzoyl amino acetic acid (0.25 mol), acetyl acetate (0.30 mol) and anhydrous sodium acetate (0.25 mol) were taken in a 500 ml round bottom flask and heated on an electric hot plate with constant stirring. After the complete liquefaction of the mixture, the flask was transferred to a sand bath and further heated for 2.5 h. Ethanol (100 ml) was added slowly to the flask and the mixture was allowed to stand overnight. The crystalline product obtained was filtered with ice-cold alcohol and then with boiling water. The crude product was crystallised from ethanol (95%) to obtain the final product (78% yield; m.pt. 428 K). The colourless crystals were obtained by slow evaporation from an ethanol solution of (I).
Refinement
The H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing the atom-labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 35% probability level.
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